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could allow many drivers to make their daily
commute using no gasoline.

By developing these and other new
sources of clean renewable energy like eth-
anol, we will continue growing our economy,
reduce energy prices and protect our envi-
ronment, and make America less dependent
on foreign oil.

Americans are asking about our progress
toward victory in the war on terror. I have
confidence in the outcome of this struggle
because I know the character of the people
who wear our Nation’s uniform. On Sunday,
I will attend church and have lunch with Ma-
rine Corps and Navy personnel and their
families at the Twentynine Palms base. I will
tell them how honored I am to be their Com-
mander in Chief and express the gratitude
of all Americans for their service in the cause
of freedom.

Since September the 11th, 2001, the men
and women of our military have overthrown
a cruel regime in Afghanistan, captured or
killed many Al Qaida terrorists, liberated
Iraq, and made America more secure from
terrorist dangers. We're fighting the terror-
ists abroad so we do not have to face them
here at home. By taking the fight to the ter-
rorists and bringing liberty and hope to a
troubled region, our courageous troops are
making the world a safer place.

On Monday, I'll visit Irvine, California, to
discuss immigration reform with the local
community. Immigration is an emotional
issue, and it’'s sparked passionate debate.
When we discuss immigration, we're talking
about the integrity of our borders, the en-
forcement of our laws, and the character of
our Nation.

Here’s what I believe: America does not
have to choose between being a welcoming
society and being a lawful society. We can
be both at the same time. In the coming
weeks, I'll press Congress to pass com-
prehensive immigration reform that secures
our border, enforces our laws, meets the
needs of our economy, and upholds our high-
est ideals.

We must also ensure that all immigrants
assimilate into our society and learn our cus-
toms, our values, and our language. America
is a land of immigrants and a nation of laws,
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and we must stay true to both parts of this
great heritage.

As Congress returns from its recess, its
Members have important and consequential
work before them. I urge them to act on my
initiatives to keep America competitive, to
promote alternative sources of energy, re-
form our immigration system, and continue
their support of our troops fighting in the
global war on terror.

By taking these steps, well maintain
America’s strength. And a strong America
will help lead the world to a future of greater
freedom and prosperity and peace.

Thank you for listening.

NoOTE: The address was recorded at 7:49 a.m. on
April 21 in the Cabinet Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on April 22. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on April 21 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.
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Iraq

Today the Iraqi people reached an impor-
tant milestone in their journey on democracy.
Iraqi leaders announced agreement on the
top leadership posts for a national unity gov-
ernment. This agreement represents com-
promise and consensus among many dif-
ferent Iraqi groups, and it came after months
of patient negotiations.

The agreement reflects the will of the Iraqi
people, who defied the terrorists by voting
to choose the men and women who will lead
their nation forward. And this historic
achievement by determined Iragis will make
America more secure.

Iraq is a nation made up of many different
ethnic and religious groups, and Iraq’s new
leaders represent their country’s great diver-
sity. The Iraqi people have rejected the ter-
rorists” efforts to divide them, and they have
chosen the path of unity for their free nation.

The new Iraqi leadership now has 30 days
to finalize the makeup of the Iraqi Cabinet.
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Once inaugurated, the new Government will
hold power for up to 4 years. Unlike the In-
terim and Transitional Governments that
came before, the new Iraqi Government will
have full constitutional authority. And be-
cause it expresses the will of 12 million Iraqis
who went to the polls last December, it will
have the popular mandate to address Iraq’s
toughest long-term challenges.

Iraq’s new leaders have important respon-
sibilities to the people who chose them. The
new Government has a responsibility to de-
ploy the growing strength of the Iraqi secu-
rity forces to defeat the terrorists and insur-
gents and establish control over the militias.
The Government has the responsibility to re-
build infrastructure that makes commerce
possible and that supports the education and
health needs of the Iraqi people. The Gov-
ernment must strengthen the economy and
encourage job creation and enforce the rule
of law. The new Government must ensure
that improvements in prosperity and security
occur throughout the country so that all
Iraqis share in the benefits of their new de-
mocracy.

These are major challenges, and the new
Iraqi Government will not face them alone.
America is helping Iraq’s young democracy
move forward. Iragis and Americans are
fighting side by side against a common
enemy. We're going to defeat the terrorists
in Iraq. We will deny them safe haven. And
a free Iraq in the heart of the Middle East
will be a powerful blow to the terrorists and
a beacon of liberty for people across that re-
gion.

Formation of a new Iragi Government is
an opportunity for America to open a new
chapter in our partnership with the Iraqi
people. The United States and our coalition
partners will work with the new Iragi Gov-
ernment to reassess our tactics, adjust our
methods, and strengthen our mutual efforts
to achieve victory in this central front in the
war on terror.

The new Iragi Government will assume
growing responsibility for their nation’s secu-
rity. And as more Iraqgi forces stand up,
American forces will stand down. I want to
thank all the brave Americans, both in our
military and the diplomatic corps, who have
served the cause of freedom in Iraq over the
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past 3 years. I thank their families who have
sacrificed time with loved ones serving far
from home. I want to thank our wounded
service men and women, who have given so
much to make this moment possible. And our
Nation remembers the fallen heroes who
gave their lives to bring liberty to Iraq and
security to America. And we will honor their
sacrifice by completing this mission.

There’s going to be more tough fighting
ahead in Iraq, and there will be more days
of sacrifice and struggle. Yet the enemies of
freedom have suffered a real blow today. And
we've taken a great stride on the march to
victory. The Iraqi people have defied the ter-
rorist threats; Iraqi soldiers and police have
fought with valor for the freedom of their
country; and Iraqi leaders have laid the foun-
dations for a democratic government of, by,
and for the Iraqi people.

On behalf of all Americans, I congratulate
the Iraqi people and their new leaders. The
Iraqgis are showing the world that democracy
is worth the wait, that liberty is worth the
sacrifice, and that freedom is the future of
every man, woman, and child on this Earth.

Thank you very much.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 2 p.m.
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Thank you all. Mr. Secretary. I'm really
pleased to have Norman Mineta in my Cabi-
net. He is a really good guy. And I thank
you for your service, friend, and thank you
for being here to share in this testimony to
what technology is going to do for our coun-
try to make it a better place for all of us
to live.

First of all, happy Earth Day to you. It's
a good place to spend Earth Day, here in
California. I got to spend the first part of
my day riding a mountain bike in Napa Val-
ley. It's a good place to ride—[laughter]—
a little hillier than I would have liked.
[Laughter] But it’s a spectacular way to com-
mune with nature. And T really appreciate
you coming. I want all of us to understand



